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February 24, 2025 
 
SENT ELECTRONICALLY  
 
Re: Protecting Hamilton’s Economy and Jobs: Strengthening Local   
 Procurement and Resilience Amid U.S. Tariff Threats – REVISED 
 
Hamilton City Council, at its meeting held on Wednesday, February 12, 2025, passed 
the following resolution:  
 
Item 10.5 of the General Issues Committee Minutes GIC 25-002: 
 
10.5 Protecting Hamilton’s Economy and Jobs: Strengthening Local 
 Procurement and Resilience Amid U.S. Tariff Threats – REVISED 
 
 

WHEREAS, the United States government, under President Donald Trump, had 
announced the imposition of 25% tariffs on Canadian goods effective February 1, 
2025;  
 
WHEREAS, the potential threat of tariffs on Hamilton's key industries poses 
significant risk to local businesses, workers, and the overall economic stability of 
our community;  
 
WHEREAS, these tariffs could potentially reduce the city's GDP by up to $1.1 
billion, impacting key sectors such as manufacturing, construction, and the 
automotive industry;  
 
WHEREAS, Hamilton's manufacturing sector employs over 28,000 workers 
locally and over 48,000 within the broader Hamilton CMA, and plays a critical role 
in the city's economic stability;  
 
WHEREAS, the potential decline in Hamilton’s largest export sector—iron and 
steel—could result in a $3.6 billion reduction in export value;  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Hamilton has significant purchasing power through its 
capital projects and infrastructure investments, which can be leveraged to 
support local and national businesses during this economic uncertainty;  
 
WHEREAS, although a 30-day pause on the implementation of these proposed 
tariffs has been agreed upon by President Donald Trump and Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau, the potential threat remains, necessitating the exploration of 
proactive measures to protect and support Hamilton’s local businesses, workers, 
and families to ensure economic resilience, growth, and long-term prosperity for 
our city;  
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WHEREAS, on January 15, 2025, Council referred Councillor Matt Francis's "Buy 
Local and Canadian First Procurement Policy" motion to the Procurement Sub-
Committee for consideration with the intention to lay the groundwork for 
prioritizing local procurement;  
  
WHEREAS, the current economic climate and the urgent threat posed by new 
tariffs necessitate accelerated action to expand on the aforementioned motion 
and reinforce Hamilton's economic resilience;   
 
WHEREAS, municipalities, while traditionally constrained by trade agreements, 
can play a pivotal role in supporting Canadian businesses through strategic 
procurement practices;  
 
WHEREAS, the recent announcement of the imposition of tariffs on steel and 
aluminum products by the United States will have a significant impact on 
Hamilton’s economy, key industries, and the livelihoods of workers in our city; 
 
WHEREAS, Hamilton is a national leader in primary steel production and 
secondary processing, and local companies have been a vital part of the city’s 
economy and identity for generations; 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Hamilton remains committed to supporting its local 
businesses, promoting local procurement, and protecting jobs for Hamiltonians; 
 
WHEREAS, the government of Canada's response to the imposition of tariffs by 
the U.S. may impact the costs of municipal capital projects and other essential 
infrastructure investments; and, 
 
WHEREAS, collaboration with all orders of government is critical to mitigate the 
impact of these tariffs and protect Hamilton’s industries and workers. 
 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
(a) Staff expedite the review of current procurement policies and report back 

to GIC on February 26th, 2025 with preliminary recommendations on the 
feasibility of integrating “Buy Local and Canadian” policies effectively and 
urgently given the current economic uncertainty; 

 
(b) The City of Hamilton stands in solidarity with federal and provincial 

governments to advocate against U.S. tariffs and support a coordinated 
"Team Canada" response. 

 
(c) The City of Hamilton calls on the federal and provincial governments to 

collaborate with municipalities in identifying and removing barriers that 
prevent local governments from preferring Canadian businesses in 
procurement processes. 
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(d) The City of Hamilton endorses the City of Burlington’s “Buy Canada” 

resolution, dated January 31, 2025, and that the clerk forward this 
resolution to the following organizations for their information: 
 
(i) Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
(ii) Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) 
(iii) Ontario Big City Mayors Caucus 
(iv) Hamilton Members of Parliament (MPs) 
(v) Hamilton Members of Provincial Parliament (MPPs) 
(vi) Municipalities within the Greater Golden Horseshoe 
 

(e) That The Mayor with the support of staff identified by the City Manager’s 
 office further explore opportunities to support our steel industry partners, 
 hardworking Hamiltonians and the backbone of the economy of our  City 
 through measures such as but not limited to:   
 

(i) The re-orienting of our tendering and purchasing processes to build 
in the priority of sourcing steel and steel products from local 
companies first, and Canadian companies when necessary (in 
Sault Ste Marie for example).  Also explore the sourcing of 
Canadian aluminum; 

 
(ii) Calling on the senior orders of government to urgently facilitate the 

development of the supply chains necessary for municipalities 
around the country to source Hamilton steel and steel products for 
their capital works projects; 
 

(iii) Calling on Ontario and Canada to begin to source their steel and 
steel products for their capital works projects from Hamilton 
companies ASAP;  
 

(iv) Calling on the Federal and Provincial governments to encourage 
Canadian municipalities to begin to source Canadian steel and 
steel products for their municipal works projects and commit to 
developing programs to cover any cost inflation that may be 
incurred by municipalities, with or without retaliatory tariffs, to 
ensuring that any such costs are reimbursed to them by the Federal 
and Provincial governments;  
 

(v) Demanding the Federal Government immediately establish a 
Canadian Border Service Agency customs office at the Hamilton’s 
HOPA port, as has been requested by HOPA, to facilitate the 
movement of steel, steel products and other goods manufactured 
or grown/produced in Hamilton and surrounding areas to markets 
across Canada and abroad;  
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(vi) Calling on the Federal government to accelerate its efforts to 
facilitate access to new markets for Hamilton steel and steel 
products abroad;  
 

(vii) Calling on the Federal government, and the Ontario government to 
expedite the construction of the Hamilton LRT as a stimulus 
initiative and commit to sourcing necessary steel and steel products 
from Hamilton, and passenger trains built in Canada with a 
requirement that those trains be manufactured with Hamilton steel 
and steel products; and,  
 

(viii) Calling on the Federal Government to eliminate the two-week 
waiting period for Employment Insurance (EI) applications for 
workers affected by U.S. tariffs, ensuring they have immediate 
access to financial support. 

 
The City of Burlington’s “Buy Canada” resolution, as endorsed by Hamilton City Council, 
is appended to this letter for your information.  
 
Hamilton City Council requests your endorsement of this resolution, and circulate your 
endorsement to the Province of Ontario. 
 
Regards, 

 
Matthew Trennum 
City Clerk 
:AM 
 
cc.   

Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) amo@amo.on.ca 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) info@fcm.ca  
Ontario Big City Mayors Caucus info@obcm.ca  
Hamilton Members of Parliament (MPs)   

C. Collins, MP (Hamilton East-Stoney Creek) chad.collins@parl.gc.ca 
D. Muys, MP (Flamborough-Glanbrook) dan.muys@parl.gc.ca  
F. Tassi, MP (Hamilton West-Ancaster-Dundas) filomena.tassi@parl.gc.ca  
L. Hepfner, MP (Hamilton Mountain) lisa.hepfner@parl.gc.ca  
M. Green, MP (Hamilton Centre) matthew.green@parl.gc.ca 

Hamilton Members of Provincial Parliament (MPPs) 
D. Skelly, MPP (Flamborough-Glanbrook) Donna.Skelly@pc.ola.org 
M. Taylor, MPP (Hamilton Mountain) MTaylor-QP@ndp.on.ca 
N. Lumsden, MPP (Hamilton East-Stoney Creek) Neil.Lumsden@pc.ola.org 
S. Shaw, MPP (Hamilton West-Ancaster-Dundas) SShaw-QP@npd.on.ca 
S. Jama, MPP (Hamilton Centre) SJama-QP@ola.org  

Municipalities within the Greater Golden Horseshoe  
Durham Region clerks@durham.ca 
Halton Region regionalclerk@halton.ca 

mailto:amo@amo.on.ca
mailto:info@fcm.ca
mailto:info@obcm.ca
mailto:chad.collins@parl.gc.ca
mailto:dan.muys@parl.gc.ca
mailto:filomena.tassi@parl.gc.ca
mailto:lisa.hepfner@parl.gc.ca
mailto:matthew.green@parl.gc.ca
mailto:Donna.Skelly@pc.ola.org
mailto:MTaylor-QP@ndp.on.ca
mailto:Neil.Lumsden@pc.ola.org
mailto:SShaw-QP@npd.on.ca
mailto:SJama-QP@ola.org
mailto:clerks@durham.ca
mailto:regionalclerk@halton.ca
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Niagara Region clerk@niagararegion.ca  
Peel Region regional.clerk@peelregion.ca  
Toronto clerk@toronto.ca  
York Region regional.clerk@york.ca  
County of Brant clerks@brant.ca  
Brantford clerks@brantford.ca  
Dufferin County clerk@dufferincounty.ca  
Haldimand-Norfolk County clerks@norfolkcounty.ca  
Kawartha Lakes clerks@kawarthalakes.ca  
Northumberland County matherm@northumberland.ca  
Peterborough County clerksoffice@ptbocounty.ca  
Peterborough clerk@peterborough.ca  
Simcoe County clerks@simcoe.ca  
Barrie cityclerks@barrie.ca  
Orillia clerks@orillia.ca  
Waterloo Region regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca  
Wellington County jennifera@wellington.ca  
Guelph clerks@guelph.ca  
City of Oshawa  clerks@oshawa.ca  
Town of Whitby  clerk@whitby.ca  
Town of Ajax  clerks@ajax.ca  
Municipality of Clarington  clerks@clarington.net  
City of Pickering  clerks@pickering.ca  
Township of Scugog  clerks@scugog.ca  
Township of Uxbridge  clerks@uxbridge.ca  
Township of Brock  brock@brock.ca  
City of Burlington  clerks@burlington.ca  
Town of Oakville  townclerk@oakville.ca  
Town of Milton  townclerk@milton.ca  
Town of Halton Hills  valeriep@haltonhills.ca  
Niagara Falls  clerk@niagarafalls.ca  
Port Colborne  cityclerk@portcolborne.ca  
St. Catharines  clerks@stcatharines.ca  
Thorold  clerks@thorold.ca  
Welland  clerk@welland.ca  
Fort Erie  clerk@forterie.ca  
Grimsby  clerks@grimsby.ca  
Lincoln  clerks@lincoln.ca  
Niagara-on-the-Lake  clerks@notl.com  
Pelham  clerks@pelham.ca  
Wainfleet  achrastina@wainfleet.ca  
West Lincoln  clerk@westlincoln.ca  
Town of Aurora  clerks@aurora.ca  
Town of East Gwillimbury  clerks@eastgwillimbury.ca  
Town of Georgina  clerks@georgina.ca  
Township of King  clerks@king.ca  
City of Markham  clerkspublic@markham.ca  
Town of Newmarket  clerks@newmarket.ca  

mailto:clerk@niagararegion.ca
mailto:regional.clerk@peelregion.ca
mailto:clerk@toronto.ca
mailto:regional.clerk@york.ca
mailto:clerks@brant.ca
mailto:clerks@brantford.ca
mailto:clerk@dufferincounty.ca
mailto:clerks@norfolkcounty.ca
mailto:clerks@kawarthalakes.ca
mailto:matherm@northumberland.ca
mailto:clerksoffice@ptbocounty.ca
mailto:clerk@peterborough.ca
mailto:clerks@simcoe.ca
mailto:cityclerks@barrie.ca
mailto:clerks@orillia.ca
mailto:regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca
mailto:jennifera@wellington.ca
mailto:clerks@guelph.ca
mailto:clerks@oshawa.ca
mailto:clerk@whitby.ca
mailto:clerks@ajax.ca
mailto:clerks@clarington.net
mailto:clerks@pickering.ca
mailto:clerks@scugog.ca
mailto:clerks@uxbridge.ca
mailto:brock@brock.ca
mailto:clerks@burlington.ca
mailto:townclerk@oakville.ca
mailto:townclerk@milton.ca
mailto:valeriep@haltonhills.ca
mailto:clerk@niagarafalls.ca
mailto:cityclerk@portcolborne.ca
mailto:clerks@stcatharines.ca
mailto:clerks@thorold.ca
mailto:clerk@welland.ca
mailto:clerk@forterie.ca
mailto:clerks@grimsby.ca
mailto:clerks@lincoln.ca
mailto:clerks@notl.com
mailto:clerks@pelham.ca
mailto:achrastina@wainfleet.ca
mailto:clerk@westlincoln.ca
mailto:clerks@aurora.ca
mailto:clerks@eastgwillimbury.ca
mailto:clerks@georgina.ca
mailto:clerks@king.ca
mailto:clerkspublic@markham.ca
mailto:clerks@newmarket.ca
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City of Richmond Hill  clerks@richmondhill.ca  
City of Vaughan  clerks@vaughan.ca  
Town of Whitchurch–Stouffville  clerks@townofws.ca  
Grey County  clerks@grey.ca  
Simcoe County  service@simcoe.ca  
Wellington County  jennifera@wellington.ca  
Town of Cobourg  clerk@cobourg.ca  
Municipality of Port Hope  admin@porthope.ca    
Municipality of Trent Hills  clerksoffice@trenthills.ca  
Municipality of Brighton  clerks@brighton.ca  
Township of Hamilton  clerks@hamiltontownship.ca  
Township of Alnwick/Haldimand  info@ahtwp.ca; ymelburn@ahtwp.ca  
Township of Cramahe  clerk@cramahe.ca  
City of Kitchener  communications@kitchener.ca  
City of Cambridge  clerks@cambridge.ca  
City of Waterloo  clerkinfo@waterloo.ca  
Township of Woolwich  clerks@woolwich.ca  
Township of Wilmot  clerks@wilmot.ca  
Township of Wellesley  aharron@wellesley.ca  
Township of North Dumfries  clerks@northdumfries.ca  
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